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long aaterior to the Mahomedan invasion. So far the Agni
Parana is valuable, as embodying and preserving relics of
antiquity, although compiled at a more recent date.
Professor Wilson gives the following summary of the
contents of this Purana which will give
^^ readers some idea of the numerous
subjects treated of in this work.
The early chapters of this Purana describe the Avataras,
and in those of Rama and Krishna, avowedly follow the
Ramayana and Mahabharata. A considerable portion is
appropriated to instructions for the performance of religious
ceremonies; many of which belong to the Tantrik rituals
and are apparently transcribed from the principal authorities
of that system. Some belong to mystical forms of Saiva
worship, little known in Hindustan, though perhaps, still
practised in the south. One of these is the Diksha or inita-
tion ot a novice : by which with numerous ceremonies and
invocation, in which the mysterious monosyllables of Tantras
are constantly repeated, the disciple is transformed into a
living personation of Siva, and receives, in that capacity,
the homage of his Guru. Interspersed with these are chapters
descriptive of the earth and of the universe, which are
tame as those of the Vishnu Purana; and Mahatrayas or
legends of the holy places, particularly of Gaya. Chapters
ob the duties of kings and on the art of war then occur,
which have the appearance of being extracted from some
oMer work, as is, undobtedly, the chapter on judicature,
which follows them, and which is the same as be text of the
Mftakshara* Subsequent to these we have an account of the
<fistribation and arrangement of the Vedas and Puranas and,
ia a chapter on gifts, we have a description of the Puranas,
which k precisely the same and in the same situation! as the
sia&ar subject in the Matsya Purana. The genealogical
chapters are meagre lists, differing, in a few respects, from
those commonly received, as hereafter noticed, but un-

